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_____________________________________	 3.Despitethefavorableconditionsthat

persistedintheCentralRegionareas,onlya 

few isolatedadultswerereportedin
SITREP.01.03

northwesternSomaliaandtheothercountries

inthisregionremainedrelativelycalm.


A SITUATION REPORT ON EM ERGENCY However,itislikelythatsmall-scalebreeding 

TRANSBOUNDARY OUTBREAK PESTS couldoccuralongthecoastsofSudan,Eritrea,


(ETOPS)FOR JANUARY W ITH  A 
 SaudiArabiaandYemen.Ifconditions

FORECAST TILL M ID-M ARCH,2003 continuetobefavorable,small-scalebreeding 


_____________________________________ couldalsooccurinnorthwesternSomalia 

duringtheforecastperiod.Theothercountries


SUM M ARY intheregionwilllikelyremaincalm during 

theforecastperiod.


1.Sum m ary:  Thisreportprovidesanupdate 

aboutrecentactivitiesonemergency 

transboundaryoutbreakpests(ETOPs)in 

Africa,theM iddle-East,Centraland 

SouthwestAsia,andLatinAmerica.The

reportincludesactivitiesthattookplacein 


4.Althoughconditionswereimprovinginthe

springbreedingareasofeasternIranand 

westernPakistanintheEasternRegion,

locustswerenotreportedinIran,Afghanistan,

PakistanorIndiainJanuary. A few isolated


Januaryandaforecasttillmid-M arch,2003. locustsmaybeseeninthespringbreeding

KeyETOPs,includinglocusts,grasshoppers, areasduringtheforecastperiodbut,significant

armyworm andgrain-eatingred-billedQuelea developmentsarenotlikely.

birdsarecoveredbythereport.A brief

overview ofthecurrentstatusofeachofthese OTHER LOCUSTS AND 

pestsisoutlinedintheremainderofthis 
 GRASSHOPPERS.

summarywithdetailedaccountsprovided

thereafter. 5.Red locusts,Nom adacrisseptemfasciata


(Surville): Theredlocustsituationremained 

DESERT LOCUST,SCHISTOCERCA relativelycalm intheDLCO-EA member


GREGARIA (FORSKAL) countries. Noreportswerereceivedfrom the

IRLCO-CSA region.However,small-scale


2.Desertlocusts,Schistocercagregaria activitiesmighthavebeengoingoninthe

(Forskal).AccordingtoanFAO update,
 outbreakareasofTanzania.

favorableconditionspersistedinJanuaryinthe

winterbreedingareasbut,locustnumbers 6.M adagascarm igratorylocust,Locusta

remainedlow.Exceptforafew isolatedadults migratoriacapito(L.). Noreportswere 

sightedinnorthernNiger,southernAlgeria, receivedontheM alagasymigratorylocustsin 

andanunconfirmedreportofadultsand January. A few hoppersmayhavestarted

hoppersfrom northernM ali,nearlyallofthe appearingintheHorombePlateauandthe

winterbreedingareasinwesternand southwesternbreedingareas.Nomajor

northwesternAfricaremainedcalm.	 developmentisexpectedduringtheforecast

Significantdevelopmentsarenotexpected period.

duringtheforecastperiodintheseregions.
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7.Noreportswerereceivedontreelocusts,

Anacridium melanorhodon (W alker),the

Africanmigratorylocust,Locustamigratoria

migratorioides(L.),brownlocust,Locustana

pardalina(W alker),M oroccanlocust,

Dociostaurusmaroccanus(Thunberg),Italian

locust,Calliptamusitalicus(L),andthe

Senegalesegrasshopper,Oedaleus

senegalensis(Krauss).Small-scaleactivities

ofthevariegatedgrasshopper,Zonocerus

variegatus(L)werereportedinSenegal.


8.Nolocustactivitieswerereportedfrom

CentralAsiaandLatinAmericainJanuary.


9.Arm yworm ,Spodopteraexempta

(W alker). Armyworm outbreakscontinued 

tooccurincropfieldsandpastureinanumber

ofregionsinTanzaniaandKenya.In

Tanzaniainfestationswerereportedinmore 

than31,000ha.Highmothcatcheswere 

reportedinCentralTanzaniaandArushain 

lateDecemberandmostofJanuary.InKenya,

armyworm infestationswererecordedonmore 

than5000haofgrassfields.A latereceived 

reportindicatedthatarmyworm infestations

werealsosightedonmaize,milletandgrass 

fieldsinsixdistrictsinKenyainDecember

andcontrolledusingDursbanULV.Other

DLCO-EA membercountriesremainedfreeof

armyworm inJanuary.Noreportswere 

receivedonarmyworm from theIRLCO-CSA

membercountries.


10.Red-billed quelea,Queleaquelea(L.).

QueleainfestationwasreportedinNakuru 

District,KenyainJanuary.A latereceived 

reportindicatedthatQueleainfestationswere 

reportedinirrigatedricefieldsinNyandoand 

KisumuDistricts,NyanzaProvince,Kenya.

Controloperationswerehinderedbycontinued 

floodinginaffectedareas.Noqueleabird 

activitieswerereportedfrom theotherDLCO-

EA membercountriesortheIRLCO-CSA


countiesinJanuary.Queleabreedingand 

infestationsarelikelytocontinueduringthe

forecastperiodinKenya,M ozambique,

TanzaniaandZimbabweandperhaps,could 

causesomedamagetocrops.Endof

Summary.


ENVIRONM ENTAL SITUATION:

W EATHER  AND ECOLOGICAL


CONDITIONS


11.LightrainsfellinwesternM oroccoonthe

Atlanticcoasts.NorthernAlgeriaalso

receivedlightshowersandheavyrainsfellin 

southernTunisia.Scatteredcloudsdeveloped 

andpersistedinnorthernM auritaniaand 

southernM orocco.Isolatedshowerswere 

reportedinsoutheasternM auritania,northern 

M ali,andeasternNigerandwherefavorable 

conditionswerereportedinafew places.

OtherpartsofSahelianW estAfricaand 

northernAfricaremainedfairlydry.


12.Isolatedlightshowersfellinafew places

alongtheRedSeacoastsinSudan,Eritrea,

SaudiArabiaandYemeninJanuary. In 

Eritrea,35mm and24mm ofrainwere 

recordedinGhinda(1522N/3910E)andAssab

(1302N/4245E),respectively.Cloudcovers 

wereseenoverEgypt,theChad/Libya/Sudan 

borders,overSudan/EgyptborderontheRed

Seacoasts,andalongtheYemen/SaudiArabia 

border.However,conditionswere 

unfavorableinthewinterbreedingareasnorth 

ofShalatein,Egypt.Lightshowersand 

moderaterainswerereportedinJanuaryin 

DjiboutiandnorthwesternSomalia,

respectivelyandvegetationwasgreeninareas

wheretherainsfell.A totalof20mm ofrain 

wasrecordedinDireDawa,easternEthiopia 

duringthethirddekadinJanuary.Other

countriesintheregionremainedfairlydry 

duringthemonth.
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13.IsolatedshowerswerereportedatJask,

IranandJiwaniandPasni,Pakistan,alongthe

coastsinthespringbreedingareasofthe

EasternRegion.Lightshowerswerealso

reportedinRajasthan,Indiawhereextremely 

low temperaturesandunfavorabledry 

conditionspersisted.Nometeorological

informationwasreceivedfrom theother

countriesintheregion.Itislikelythat

conditionswillcontinuetoremainunfavorable 

duringtheforecastperiod.


14.Heavyrainsfellinpartsofnorthern 

M ozambiqueandnorthernM adagascar

throughoutJanuary.W hilemostpartsof

Kenyaremainedfairlydry,rainfellalongthe

coastsandintheLakeRegioninTanzania.

Thehighpressurethatpersistedovermostof

southernAfrica,preventedprecipitationfrom

forminginJanuaryinmostpartsofZimbabwe,

northeasternBotswana,northeasternSouth 

Africa,andsouthernM ozambique.Thetotal

rainfallfortheseasoncontinuedtobemuch

lessthannormalthroughouttheregionandis 

expectedtostaysamewiththeexceptionof

occasionallightshowersduringtheforecast

period.least,withonlylocalrelieflikely.Dry 

conditionsalsopersistedintheotherredlocust

outbreakareas.


DESERT LOCUST ACTIVITIES


15.W estern and northwestern Africa.

Surveyswerenotcarriedoutandlocustswere 

notreportedinM auritaniainJanuary.

Unconfirmedpopulationsofadultandhoppers 

werereportedinafew placesinTilemsi

ValleyandTimetrine,M aliduringthe

reportingmonth.Scatteredfirst-fifthinstar

hoppersandimmatureadultswereseeninmid 

tolateDecemberontheTalakPlainsnorthof

Agadezandafew wadisinthenorthernAire 

M ountains.Asvegetationcontinuedtodryup,


locustswereforcedtoconcentrateinafew

pathsgivingrisetosmallbut,dense

populations.A few individualimmatureand 

matureadultswerereportedinafew wadis 

(dryriverbeds)nearTamanressat,Algeriain 

January.Locustswerenotreportedfrom

Chad,Senegal,BurkinaFaso,CapeVerde,

Gambia,GuineaBissau,andGuineaConakry 

inJanuary.


16.Forecast:Isolatedadultsmaybefoundin 

afew placesinnorthwestM auritaniaandas

thevegetationcontinuestodryup,locustswil
l
concentrateinafew placesintheTimetrine,

TilemsiValley,andtheAdrardesIforas,M ali.

W iththeonsetofthewarm southerlywinds

theselocustsmaybeginmovingnorthinto 

southernAlgeria.InNiger,locustnumbers 

willcontinuetodeclineinTamesnaandAiras

conditionscontinuetobeunfavorable.

Isolatedadultswillpersisttomatureand 

perhaps,breedonasmall-scaleshould 

conditionsimproveduringtheforecastperiod.

Thesituationwilllikelycontinuetobecalm 

duringtheforecastperiodinothercountriesin 

theseregions.


17.Eastern Africa,northeastern Africa,

and theNearEastRegions.Isolated

immatureadultlocustswereseenin 

northwesternSomaliainJanuary.Surveysthat

werecarriedoutinEgypt,Sudan,Eritrea,

SaudiArabiaandYemenduringthereporting 

monthdidnotreportanylocusts.Nolocusts 

werereportedfrom othercountriesinthese

regionsinJanuary.


18.Forecast:A few isolatedadultscould 

persistandmaybreedinasignificantlysmall

scaleinafew placesalongtheRedSeacoastal

plainsofSudan,Eritrea,SaudiArabiaand 

Yemenandalongthenorthwesterncoastal

plainsofSomalia.Othercountriesinthese

regionswillcontinuetoremaincalm during 
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theforecastperiod.

19.Eastern region.Nolocustswereseenin 

Iran,Afghanistan,PakistanandIndiain 

January.


20. Forecast:Veryfew adultlocustsmaybe

seeninthecoastalregionsofBaluchistan,

Pakistan.Significantlocustdevelopmentsare 

notexpectedintheEasternregionduringthe

forecastperiod.


OTHER LOCUST AND GRASSHOPPER 

ACTIVITIES


21. M oroccan/M editerranean locust,D.

maroccanus(Thunberg)andtheItalian

locust,C.italicus(L): Noreportswere 

receivedontheM oroccan/M editerraneanor

theItalianlocustinCentralAsianatthetime

thisreportwascompiled.


22. Forecast:Nolocustactivitiesare 

expectedduringtheforecastperiod.Eggsthat

werelaidbytheM oroccanlocustinpartsof

Afghanistanandothercountriesintheregion 

willstillremaininactiveuntilthiscoming 

Spring.


23. Latin Am ericaand theCaribbean

(LAC).Noreportswerereceivedonlocusts 

orgrasshoppersinLAC countriesin 

December.


24. Forecast.Nosignificantdevelopments 

areexpectedduringtheforecastperiod.


25. Red locust,N.septemfasciata(Surville).

Redlocustswerenotreportedfrom the

DLCO-EA countriesandnoreportswere 

receivedfrom theIRLCO-CSA region.

However,limitedactivitiesmighthavebeen

goingonintheoutbreakareasofTanzania.

Someresiduallocuststhatpersistedinthe

outbreakareasmighthaveresultedinsmall


scalebreedinginTanzania,M alawi,Zambia,

andM ozambique,however,significant

populationsdidnotdevelopduringthe

reportingmonth.


26.Forecast:Locustpopulationsmayslightly 

increaseinareaswheresmall-scalebreeding 

tookplaceduringthemonth,especiallyin 

Tanzania.Vigilantsurveillanceand 

monitoringarerequired.


Note: Southern African willlikelytrigger 

seriousETOP outbreaksand could affect

thetraditionalred locust,queleaaswellas

arm yworm outbreak regionsin thisregion.

Post-droughtoutbreaksofbrown locusts 

m ayalsobecom em oreevidentin southern

Botswana,southern Nam ibiaand South 

Africa.Itisim perativethatregularsurvey

and m onitoringactivitiesarecarried outto 

avertanym assiveinvasionsthatcould 

occuroncethedroughtspellisbroken.

Thisphenom enon isapplicabletoall

ETOPs.


27.M adagascarm igratorylocust,L.

migratoriacapito(L.). Noreportswere 

receivedontheM alagasymigratorylocustsin 

January.A few hoppersmayhavestarted

appearingintheHorombePlateauandthe

southwesternbreedingareas.Nomajor

developmentisexpectedduringtheforecast

period.


28. Brown locust,L.pardalina(W alker):

Noreportswerereceivedonbrownlocust,L.

pardalina(W alker)inJanuary.Duetothe

prevailingdrought,significantlocustactivities

arenotexpectedduringtheforecastperiod.


ARM YW ORM ACTIVITIES


29. Arm yworm ,S.exem pta(W alker).

Armyworm outbreakscontinuedtooccurin 
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cropfieldsandpastureinanumberofregions

inTanzaniaandKenya.InTanzania

infestationswerereportedinDododma,

M orogoro,Iringa,Kilimanjaro,Tanga,

M anyara,M twaraandTaboraregions.The

pestwasrecordedonmorethan31,000ha,in 

some200villages,in21districts.Highmoth 

catcheswerealsoreportedinCentralTanzania

andArushainlateDecemberandinmostof

January.InKenya,armyworm infestations

wererecordedonmorethan5000ha,mainly 

ongrassfields.A latereceivedreportalso

indicatedthatarmyworm infestationswere 

sightedonmaize,milletandgrassfieldsinsix 

districtsinKenyainDecemberwherecontrol

operationswereeffectedusingDursbanULV.


30.Forecast: Itislikelythatsomearmyworm 

infestationswillcontinuetooccurinTanzania 

andKenyaandperhapsstartmovinginto 

neighboringcountriesincludingUgandaand 

Ethiopia.Infestationscouldalsooccurin 

M alawi,M ozambique,andZimbabwe,ifrain 

fallduringtheforecastperiod.


QUELEA BIRD ACTIVITIES


31.Red-billed quelea,Q.quelea(L).Quelea 

infestationwasreportedinNakuruDistrict,

KenyainJanuary.Queleainfestationswere 

reportedinirrigatedricefieldsinNyandoand 

KisumuDistricts,NyanzaProvince,Kenya

wherecontroloperationswerehinderedby 

continuedfloodinginaffectedareas.No

informationwasreceivedfrom southernAfrica 

atthetimethisreportwascompiled.


32.Forecast: Queleabreedingandinfestations

arelikelytocontinueinKenya,M ozambique,

TanzaniaandZimbabweandcouldcausesome

damagetocropsduringtheforecastperiod.


RECOM M ENDATIONS


33.M ostofthecurrentlocustandother

migratorypestpopulationsgenerallydidnot

requiresignificantcontrolactions.However,

iftheyareleftunaddressed,thesepestscould 

increaseinnumberstoalevelthatcouldpose

seriousthreatstocropsandpasture.Itis 

importantthatregularmonitoring,surveillance 

andreportingaremaintainedandthatthe

resultscommunicatedpromptlytothe

appropriatebodieswithinthenational,

regionalandinternationalstructures.


ACTION REQUESTED AND CONTACT

INFORM ATION


34.TheAfricaEmergencyLocust/

GrasshopperAssistance(AELGA)project,

previouslymanagedbytheUS Agencyfor

InternationalDevelopment’s(USAID),Bureau

forAfrica(AFR),hasbeentransferredtothe

BureauforDemocracy,Conflictand 

HumanitarianAssistance(DCHA),andis 

beingmanagedbytheOfficeforUS Foreign 

DisasterAssistance(OFDA).AELGA works

closelywiththeUN FoodandAgriculture 

Organization,AgricultureProductionand 

ProtectionDivision,PlantProtectionServices

(UN/FAO/AGPP/PPPD /M PU),DLCO-EA,

IRLOC/CSA,USAID bilateralandregional

missions,hostcountryministries,andresearch

establishments.InformationonETOPsis 

regularlycollectedfrom theseandother

entities,includingtheInformationCorefor

SouthernAfricaM igratoryPests(ICOSAM P)

tocontinuouslymonitorandanalyzethe

potentialrisksforlarge-scaleemergency 

outbreaks,andcompileanddisseminateas

AELGA’sSITREPS toallinterestedparties.

Unsolicitedreportsorinformationabout

ETOP situationsandactivitiesinyourregion 

orcountryarealwayswelcomeandmuch

appreciated.
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35. M issionswithprogramsonfoodsecurity,

emergencypestsandotherrelatedactivities,

hostcountriesandregionalorganizationswith 

similarportfolios,andotherstakeholdersare

kindlyrequested toforward theirreports 

bythelastdayofthereportingm onth or

within thefirstthreedaysofthefollowing

m onth.Please,forward reports,
inform ation,questions,and/orrequeststo 

Dr.Yeneneh T.Belayneh:

ybelayneh@ ofda.net

FAX:202-347-0315 (USA).Please,ccyour

responsetoDrs.JoeVorgetts,

jvorgetts@ usaid.govandHarryBottenberg,

hbottenberg@ afr-sd.org


Form oreinform ation on theweather 

conditions,you m ayvisitthefollowingweb

sites:

http://www.fao.org/W AICENT/faoinfo/econo

mic/giews/economic/engslish/esahel/sehtoc.ht
m

http://www.fews.net


Form oreinform ation on ETOPsactivities,

you m ayvisit:


http://www.fao.org/news/global/locusts/locuho

me.htm


http://www.english/newsroom/news/2002/500

0-en.htm/

http://icosam p.ecoport.org/

TO LEARN M ORE  ABOUT AELGA’S 

ACTIVITIES,VISIT US AT OUR W EB 


SITE:W W W .AELGA.NET


UPCOM ING EVENTS


InterregionalTrainerTrainingCourseon 

AlternativeApplicationStrategiesandTactics

(AAST)foracrididcontrol,in2003.Those

interested can contactDr.Yeneneh T.

Belayneh,viae-m ail:ybelayneh@ ofda.net

sd.org orphone/fax:202-661-9374/202-347-

0315(USA)
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